SAVINGAMOUNTAIN

Saving Guemes Mountain
An Amazing Community Accomplishment

In 2007, the 70-acre mountain top on Guemes Island was up for sale. It was the most beloved natural
area on the island and although in private ownership, routinely used by islanders and visitors for bird
watching, walking and solace while enjoying the fantastic 360 degree views. But the price tag for
purchasing the property was steep, and the island community, small. A recession was looming.

What did this small community do? They started a campaign to “Save the Mountain”. Guemes Island
community leaders asked Skagit Land Trust and The San Juan Preservation Trust for help protecting the
property. It didn’t take long to assess that it was well worth doing — if rather daunting. The land trusts
formed a partnership and assembled a steering committee chaired by Paul Beaudet, Joost Businger,
Marianne Kooiman and Karen Everett. During the course of the campaign the economy crashed. It
looked bleak - but then the land trusts negotiated a purchase price reflecting the changed conditions, an
anonymous donor stepped forward with a million dollar lead gift, and the steering committee, its hard-
working chairs and land trust staff undertook a fundraising campaign. 550 generous donations were
received. Picnics,
auctions, concerts,
garden tours, art sales,
and t-shirt sales were
put on by the Guemes
community. A
$200,000 matching
grant was given by the
Northwest Wildlife
Conservation Initiative
(funded by the Doris
Duke Charitable
Foundation via The
Nature Conservancy)
to help protect and link
the vital wildlife habitat
found on the
mountain. Joost
Businger donated a
small yet important in-
holding, making the
property whole. Christine Kitch

And together, we did it! Guemes Mountain was purchased on October 1% 2009. Skagit Land Trust now
owns the property and the San Juan Preservation Trust holds a permanent conservation easement on the
land. In all, $2,000,000 was raised for the land purchase. The top of Guemes Mountain is now the
centre of 580 acres of private and public protected land.

Another $200,000 is still being raised for property management and stewardship. The Boeing Charitable
Trust and Anacortes Parks Foundation have committed funds for habitat restoration and trail needs. “We
look forward to the exciting stewardship opportunities and working with all of our partners and the
community to care for Guemes Mountain” says Michael Kirshenbaum, stewardship director for Skagit
Land Trust. There will also be many opportunities for volunteer stewardship activities as a new trail is
constructed and habitat is restored.

It took a community’s love of place to inspire the protection of Guemes Mountain and an extended
community’s generosity to make it real. A celebration of the mountain and this remarkable community
accomplishment is being planned for 2010.



Visionary Islanders meet with Skagit Land Trust in
Guemes Campaign Steering 2007 to pitch the idea of Saving Guemes Mountain.
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With Your Help

WE DID IT!

Thank You for Joining Together
to Help Protect Guemes Mountain.
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